Name:

Address:

Rt. Hon Theresa May, MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Dear Secretary of State,

I am writing to you in support of the application of Miss Chenai Mudzamiri to be granted asylum in Britain (HO ref. M1364474).

As you know Miss Mudzamiri fled from Zimbabwe and claimed asylum in the UK in January 2008. Miss Mudzamiri had been beaten, whipped and gang raped in August 2006 by Zanu PF supporters for not actively supporting the ruling party. On reporting this heinous crime to the police Miss Mudzamiri was accused of causing public order offences and causing problems between the opposition party MDC and the ruling party Zanu PF.

Miss Mudzamiri was blindfolded by the police and tortured. She received brutal injuries to her back, a deep wound in her neck and cuts to her face and neck. This was the beginning of a series of beatings and regular torture at the hands of the police. Miss Mudzamiri had no one to turn to and no protection from the state. Her only option was to leave Zimbabwe and claim asylum.
In the UK Miss Mudzamiri’s injuries were assessed by a doctor at the medical foundation, an organisation that provides support and assistance to victims of state rape and torture. This report, from an expert in his area, concludes that the scars on Miss Mudzamiri’s feet are typical of “falaka” i.e. beating to the feet and that the scars on her neck and shoulder are “consistent with the appellant having been being stabbed by a blunt instrument”. He goes onto say that there are no other reasonable explainations for her Miss Mudzamiri’s injuries other then assault. 
There have been many documented reports of people returning from the UK to Zimbabwe being detained and tortured as they cannot prove their loyalty to the ruling party.  Miss Mudzamiri has a well founded fear of persecution if she is returned to Zimbabwe. Deporting Miss Mudzamiri would breach Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which prohibits you from returning a person to face torture. I call upon you as Secretary of State to use your discretion and grant Miss Mudzamiri the right to remain in the UK.

Yours Sincerely,
