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	Organisation: George House Trust

	Course: Introduction to HIV and Living with HIV

	Unit Title: Introduction to HIV and Living with HIV

	Level: 2
	Credit value: 2

	Assignment:

HIV Testing Assignment

	Date set:
14/10/09


	
	Date to be completed:
15/12/09

	Relevant assessment criteria: 

	2.1
	Give the potential positive and negative impacts of having an HIV test



	2.2
	Identify the places where people can have an HIV test in the local area

	4.1
	Describe contrasting experiences of people living with HIV



	Additional assignment guidance:

This assignment addresses the following learning outcomes:

2.
Understand the importance of HIV testing, monitoring and treatment

4.        Understand the diversity of experience of people living with HIV in the 
UK today.

When answering the questions in this assignment, it may be useful to think about:

· The personal perspectives on living with HIV you have heard or read (e.g. Positive Speaker Talks and personal stories on the NAM Life website)

· The exercise on HIV transmission and testing on Day One of the New Volunteer Induction Course

This assignment should be at least 500 words in length. It must be your own work and written in your own words.




1) Give a range of places you can you go to get an HIV test.

2) What does the term “window period” mean?

3) When should someone have an HIV test?

4) James is a 30 year old gay man. James has recently come out of a three year relationship. Since then he has been going on dates. About a month ago he had sex with another man and the condom split. James has been for HIV tests in the past but has always been HIV negative.

a. What are the potential benefits for James, if he goes for an HIV test?

b. What are some of the drawbacks for James, if he goes for an HIV test? 

c. What might be some of the barriers to James having an HIV test?

5) Hayley is a 25 year old Zimbabwean woman living in Manchester. Hayley is is in the process of seeking asylum in the UK. She is active in her local community church and has made some good friends there. Hayley has a long term boyfriend, who is still in Zimbabwe and hopes to come to the UK soon. Hayley has never had an HIV test.

a. What are the potential benefits for Hayley, if she goes for an HIV test?

b. What are some of the drawbacks for Hayley, if she goes for an HIV test? 

c. What might be some of the barriers to Hayley having an HIV test?

