26 May 2010 

Paul Burstow MP 

Minister of State for Social Care Services 

Department of Health Richmond House 79 Whitehall London SW1A 2NS

Dear

RE: Ring fenced social care funding for people living with HIV - the AIDS Support Grant

I am writing both to congratulate you on your appointment as Minister for Social Care Services and also to raise my concern about the recent decision made by the last administration to end the ring fence for the AIDS Support Grant (ASG) from April 2011.

The ASG is a vital source of funding designed to meet the specific social care needs of people living with HIV. The ring fenced Grant was introduced in 1989 and since then has played a crucial part in ensuring local authorities have the funding required to meet the very real needs of people living with HIV. Last year NAT (National AIDS Trust) published a report setting out how the Grant is being used to meet needs at a local level and highlighting the importance of this source of funding. A key recommendation of the report was that the Department of Health should maintain ring fenced social care funding for people living with HIV post 2011. A copy of the report is enclosed for your information. http://www.nat.org.uk/Media%20library/Files/Policy/Poverty%20and%20Social%20Disadvantage/AIDS%20Support%20Grant%20NAT%20review%2011%20August%202009-1.pdf 
The HIV sector was taken by surprise when Communities and Local Government (CLG) announced in March this year that from April 2011 the Grant would no longer be ring fenced. The sector works closely with the Department of Health and local authority colleagues and so was shocked that the decision to end the ring fence was taken by the CLG without any advance warning or opportunity for consultation about the impact this will have on people living with HIV.

NAT remains very concerned about the impact this decision will have on social care support services for people living with HIV. The end of ring fenced HIV prevention funding for PCTs led to a significant reduction in the amount spent locally on HIV prevention work. The ring fence for the ASG was introduced for good reasons; in particular recognition both that the stigma and discrimination associated with HIV may deter those in need at the local level for arguing for resources and that ring fencing was necessary to ensure local investment in services for marginalised populations. These considerations are as relevant as ever.

Whilst we recognise that the recently published programme for government refers to a phasing-out the ring fencing of grants to local government, we believe there is a specific need for ring fenced funding for HIV social care. If the ring fence is removed post 2011 the social care needs of many may go unmet. This will ultimately have cost implications as good social care is an important part of

keeping people well and adhering to HIV treatment, thus avoiding costly hospital in-patient care. The loss of the ring fence would also have clear public health implications; when people do not adhere to HIV treatment it not only impacts on their own health, but also on the health of others (as they become more infectious and there is a greater risk that they will pass the virus on). NAT very much welcomes the government's recognition of the importance of public health interventions. Although the ASG is currently allocated from the Department of Health to local authorities, the funding has been used to jointly commission services across local authorities and PCTs. Given the serious public health consequences of removing the ring fence, there is a clear case for moving this funding, already administered by the Department of Health, from local authorities to PCTs as a ring fenced grant.

The loss of the ring fence will also have an impact on many community organisations that currently play a vital role in supporting people living with HIV.

NAT welcomes the government's commitment to the third sector and recognition of the vital role these organisations have in our society. Ensuring the ring fence for the ASG continues post April 2011, will help safeguard the future of many small, local support organisations that rely on this funding and make a huge contribution to local communities.

I hope that in your role as Minister for Social Care you will reconsider this decision made by the last administration and ensure the continuation of the ring fence for the ASG post 2011. I would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you in the near future to discuss why the HIV sector feels so strongly that the ring fence for the ASG should be retained and what future options there could be for the administration of this important Grant.

I am also writing to your colleagues the Right Honourable Andrew Lansley CBE MP, Secretary of State for Health and Anne Milton MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Public Health, to highlight our concems.

I look forward to hearing from you on this important issue and in the meantime wish you every success with your new portfolio.
Yours Sincerely
