Gay Men’s Space Quarterly Review 
Gay Men’s Space Review - March 8 2010, by Colin Armstead 
19 men were at the review

What do people like about the space?
Men said why they came to the space:

· To meet other people

· To meet and make friends

· To socialise with other HIV positive men

The art workshops were very popular.


What do people not like about the space?
There were no observations made about things that people specifically disliked about the space, although there was a request for different materials to be made available at the next art workshop. 
 

What other activities would the men like?
There was a general agreement that the group would like more activities.

Suggestions  

· pub quiz

· bingo 

· skills sharing evening.

There was discussion with the men that the group could organise some activities amongst themselves – but with Dunkan’s help. Colin assured the group that there would be a programme of activities put in place by Dunkan for the next six month period.

Comments on how comfortable / accessible the space is
No comments made about this

Gay Men’s Space Review - Monday December 7th 2009 

Number of men attending – 18
Three sheets headed ‘what’s good about the space?’, ‘what’s not so good about the space?’ and ‘what would you like to see more of at the space?’ were put up on the wall.

Men attending were encouraged to fill in post-it notes and put them on the sheets. The sheets stayed on the wall throughout the evening. Comments taken from these sheets:

What is good about the space?
· Having fun

· A place to relax and chill – for the most part!

· New faces

· Friends

· Meeting new friends and seeing friends too

· Tea and coffee

· Atmosphere

What’s not so good about the space?
· Less of the regular people since the changes

· The food doesn’t seem enough

· The food is always the same every week

What would you like to see more of?
· Alternative therapies

· Art and photography workshop

· More educational activities

There was then a general discussion. Issues raised were:

· Can the food be more varied? We will try to ensure that this happens
· When talks happen at the space why do they take place in the main body of the room? Sometimes, depending on what the activity is, a lot of space is needed. People who don’t wish to take part can use another part of the room. 
Two people spoke of how the space had been a ‘lifeline’ to them after diagnosis.

Next quarterly review – Monday March 8th 2010
 

Gay Men’s Space Review - December 2008
Services Adviser responsible for Gay Men’s Space: Dunkan Maclean

Number of service users attending review: 23

What’s good about the space?
Some comments from some of the men attending the review:

· "It’s friendly"

· "A good place to come and meet other men in a similar situation"

· "It’s been a lifeline to me and has helped me make new friends"

· "It’s important to have a place where being HIV positive isn’t an issue"

· "Great place to relax and chill out"

· "It’s a reassuring place"

· "I look forward to Mondays!"

· "It’s good to know there’s always somewhere I can turn to"

· "The group is really important to me"

· "It’s nice to be able to talk to people who may be going through the same things as you"

· "The space is the friendliest it’s ever been"

· "The space doesn’t have any cliques – which is good"

· "We’re really lucky to have it"

What’s bad about the space?
· "The room feels a little clinical"

· "Volunteers should check their meet and greet skills"


What would attendees like more of?
· Organised trips to the theatre / social events

· Activities at the space once a month

Other comments?
· Outdoor heater for the smokers would be good

 Review undertaken on 08.12.2008 by Colin Armstead, Service and Development Manager 


